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The hangings took place on the last

day of August 1941, on the town square

of Wierzbnik, in what had once be

contal Polnd. Too yars had passd

since the joint German-Sovi

that hd destroyed te Poih
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their necks and kicked the stools away.
‘The bodies were let to dangle.
Demonstrative killing of civilia
vas one of several German methods
designed to stifc Polish resist
Germans had murdered ducated Ples:
939, the

H
H
£
£

Wierzbnik,

The sisters Renia, R d Chanka Lak:

wishes from London (o the Jewish
citizens of Poland via the BBC. Stefan

paratus in castern Poland between
1939 and 1941, after the Soviel inva-
sion of that part of the country. Oth
Poles were corrupted by having llku-
over Jewish houses or apartments

ews were forced into ghettos in Toid
and 1941. Throughout 1941,
debating the political and ci
that Jews should have in Poland after
the war The il government ook the
view that postwar Poland would
democrecy vithout TacAll discrimias:
tion. Within the government, howeves
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Poland. Rosalie

recalled more than ffty years later. He

e who were cxu:nh.d
belonged to the Polish Home Army, and
s such were guily of murdering chs
The

more in carly 1940, Sinee June oy
the Germans had becn sending suspect
e e
Polish society was (o be reduced to an
undifferentiated mass of passive work-
rd Jews was
different, though the nature of the differ-
St et ke i i b
bee : some of them as mem-
Sor 1 et et ol o
as policemen directing the local affairs
of Jews in a way that suited Germans.
Although fatality rates in some ghet-
(05 were high, Jews in summer 1941
ot il idca i hey b e ati
ered into_ghettos in preparation for
2 “Fim Solton” The Germans had
first planned to deport the Jews to
reservation in eastern Poland, o o the
dagascar, or to Siberian
wastelands. As these schemes proved
impracticable, the Jews remained in
the ghettos. It was in that final week of
August 198 that the German “Final
olution” was taking on its final form:
mass murder. Two days i e
hangings at Wierzbnik, the Germans
had completed their fist truly large-
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“I knew I hanged the right people,”
‘one of the Jewish hangmen in Wierzbnik

!On Christopher Brownings evidence
e hanging might have taken place
‘one week earlier or

not because Poles were ki nym but
because Poles were resisting German
e The eigingeat Wiegzbalk vers

tion of German mass murder, if only a
small foretaste of what was to come;

T his magitcen and humane i
crohistory, Christopher Browning has
e
and/or taped accounis of 292" Jewish
survivors, most of them from Wierzb-

nik, wl similar ex
of the war. He treats these testimonies
as hist urces, e that ac-

cording them “a privileged postion not
subject to the same critical analysis and
rules of evidence as other sources o
‘merely discredit and undermine the
ation of Holocaust seholarship it
Here, in recounting how
by Germans o kil Poles blamed the
Poles for their fate, Browning reaches
the problem of Polish-Jewish rela-
52 While he is quite aware that this
P subjected
0 scrutiny, his analysis consists mainly

in the comparison of multile Jeish
testimonial sources. Addressing the

e o e Somi lpbmts Br o
ing characterizes the Home Army as a
“conservative nationalist underground

descripion may refect o consensis
among surviving Wierr

Germans, attacking camps,
he!pmg e, The Home!Arta, mesa:
while, appears in this negative light, as
murderous and anti-Se
problem here: the Home Army was the
Poiieh s
Polish independen Gen
e i et 0 s
groups. It represented a very wide spe-
trom of opinion, excluing only the
st left and the extreme na-
uumlls! rlgh! And it was ol just n

‘Alhough the Home Afmys cnemy
was Nz Germany,aniSemiism was
indeed a problem in s ranks. On Rosh
Hashanah, three weeks after the hang-
ings in Wierzbnik, Polish Prime Min-
tex Wiadystaw Sikorski sent his good

milar issue arises in_Snyder
5 s Jews," The New
. 2009.

Tt was known asthe Urion of Armed
Sirugale through 1941, The Polish
b o S

s position.

Potisn wartime _debates about the
“Jewish question” ceased only when
Adoll Hitle’s answer became clear.
‘The condition of Polish Jews became
a pressing question for the exile gov-
crnment and the Home Army when
the Germans began to gas Jews in the
vl ek of 141 Incarly 1943 ol
ders beleved that news of the
prowm e e
prompt acton (rom Great Brtain and
the Unied e
thought
e e s would fose
the Germans 10 stop. mitted
S0 it s oo e bt
the e oty a Chimao tha
been gathered by the ghetto historian
Envaroel Risgellum. 1o i 1 DB
broadeasts about the mass extermini-
ton f Pol Jow. Th ol g
crnment in London, though always
e in Towtt g s i o
larger story of Polish martyrdom, gave
the mass murder of Jews asa eason or
the Brtish and the Americans o carry
« rtribuionsagainst German v

s. In v
e by the bl amd e West
e allies took no meaningful action.*
In 1942, in Operation Reinhard, the
Germans deported some 1.3 million
Polsh Jevsfomgheto i he Geoera
ent (0 death factories at Tre-

ik, Belsce, and Sobgr Th asv:

“Arrested by the Gestapo in 1943,
Rowecki was exccuted in Sachsenhau-
SSee AdamPulawski WoblcouZaglady:
Rzqd RP na Ucho gatura
Regdu RI’ ra Knm 4

depora e zaglady
Bepor R CETln oboTiiicE




ciated mass deportations of the Jews of
ARSI oo ily22 frecd
the local Home Army into action. It
mppmd false llucumcn"lllon tolewish

transactions. Then they returned to the
camps with the food. To escape from
Starachowice would be to court death.
Jews found by Germans would be shot.
Poles aided Jews

government urg.m zat
Jewish survivors, and assisted Jews
within the Warsaw Ghetto who were
paasing an prising Operaion Rels-
hard reached the tows Zbnil

Gclober 27:AY Broyaing bows o s
usually high proportion of Wierzbnik

A s EE R
‘group was the better one. Some people:
et their hmlllcs e ommuyea
with. their e Gl

bave saved theaseives Othrs il e
{rved 1 tak thele fumlic wi them
into labor duty. Browning gently evokes
the kinds of morality that could function
in such a stuation of extremity. He does
not expect his sources o provide an ex-
ample of et ‘We must be
grateful for the testimonies of those who
sl oyl walis s
have 110 expect from them tales
of edifction and redemption” But he

n: the bonds.
ot o R
The Wierzbnik Jews selected for

among familie

n castern Poland

despite the death sentence they faced
for doing so, it would be an extra

nary gamble to trust any given Pole. In
this part of occupied Poland there was

armed force that could protect them.

The major Jewish armed rebellion
sgainet German sl in the Goncral

overnment, the Warsaw Ghetto Up-
g of Aprl-vay 154, nad aimed
ot at survival but rather at the choice
of the manner of death. It had involved

had given Jews a substantial part of its
modest weapons cache. Seven of the
first eight armed actions taken by the
Home Army in Warsaw were in sup-
port of the ghetto, This was symbolic
as everyone knew, the Home Army in
Warsaw could not have saved the Jews
of the ghetto in April 1943, even had
it devoted all of its troops and weap-
ons 1o this purpose. After the Ghetto
sing was crushed, Home

ing
ook e Wi o
combat experience found themselves
hunted in occupied Poland in 1943,
Jews had to fear not only the Germans,
butalso local units of the Home Army
who (on several documented occa-
sions) shot them as bandits or (on a few
cmeta Gecsioes) ahotiihe o
steal their belor

From ih parspesive of ke Home
Army, 1943 was the year of an irresolv-
able dilemma: the Germans were losing

or Chetmno. In 1943 and 1944, as hun-
dreds of thousands more Polish Jews
were gassed at Auschwitz or shot
East, Wierzbnik Jews continued to live
owed their survival to

re very near the Polish arms factory
s Stratieis somaken o by the
Germans. Jewish labor at Starachowice
vas important (0 the German var <
fort. The St camy

git.
In February the Red Army had dealt
the Wehrmacht its first major defeat,
at Stalingrad. Henceforth, the Home

rmy had 10 resist the Germans while
preparing for the arrival of the Soviets.
German propaganda drove the point
home that April, revealing that the So-
viets had shot thousands of Polish offi-
cers at Katyn. Stalin used the revelation
of his own mass murder as a pretext o
break diplomatic relations with Poland.%

e the e thority of the S5, but
usiness, operat-

ing within a larger loding company. As
in the Wierzbnik ghetto, daily authority
over Jews in the Starachowkce camps

‘This was an unmistakable sign of impe-
ial ambition. If Stalin would no recog-
nize the legitimate Polish government
during a common war against N:

Germany, why would he cndarse Polsn

evih polc fore. Thes insttuions,
which drew heavi s that
ad been prospertus beloe. the war,
distributed labor assignments on the
of connections and bribes. Ger-
in personnel were few, and the guards
e eBned bl do 0 camps.
Thero was e nesd to guard the
camps: 19431t occup ind, Sta-
ichowice was a place peke csmpcd o,
ot place thy: éscape from. When

aSoviet victory?

Som Army commanders
feared b aring Pojah Jows woula
Sasthospmadof Soviat poner Thodgh
u 0ok the form of an

ant
Gl oo e

iy unjusited. The Polih Commu-
Bl pery s i ol Contt
Organization, which the Home Army
Had supplicd witharts, The man whe
segoincd hoee s ranters, Aryel

Starachowice, they could hardly belicve
their eyes. The place was fithy and the
work was dangerous, but Jews remained

e iy lon] food Tt
by selling belongings that they had left
for safekeeping with Wierzbnik Poles.
Jews at Starachowice bribed camp
guards 10 accompany them to Wierzb-
nik, where they would carry out these

s The Jowal regrescataive
itin the Polsh government depart-
ment charged with rescuing Jews,
Adolf Berman, was also in touch with
the Communists. (His brother Jakub
would later preside over the Communist

“See Katyn: A Crime Without Punish-
nent, edited by Anna Cienciala N
lia Lebedeva, and Wojcicch Materski
(Yale University Pross 5007).
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Any visit to Tokyo would be
incomplete without a thoroug
exploration of the ciy’s outstanding
food culture, but with the huge
armay of specialty shops, restaurants,
‘markets, and kitchen and tableware
shops, where does a traveler begin?

Food Sake Tolpo demystifies the
ingredients, wradicional dishes, and
culture surrounding all things culi-
nary in Tokyo, The author leads the
reader through more than a dozen

security apparatus that would perse-
cute Home Army veterans—including
those who had aided Jews.)” For the
Home Army, the Soviet advance meant
the arrival of a dubious ally against the
Germans as well as an impending
threat to Polish_independence. For
Jews it meant life. This basic difference
in perspectives, a result of the Holo-
caust, was difficult to overcome.

For Jews at_Starachowice, only
labor counted. As Browning master-
fully reconstructs daily life within the
factory camps, he reveals what Jews
knew about their fate and the limits of
their local perspective. typhus
broke out, for example, the Germans
at first simply shot the Jews who were
infected. So long as Jewish labor was
available for rent from the S8, shooting
sick Jews was the economically rational
thing to do. As the war continued and
the number of living Jews plunged, the
Gerans rested ik Vst han
m. Jews remembered this as
a change in the camp regime; Brown-
ing recalls the larger causes.

Inlate 1943, Heinrich Himmler liqui-
dated most of the camps in the General
Government where Jows were used as

labo

would help Poles fight Germans. As
Michat Zylberberg put it, “The Poles
MLeA e ST
enemy, and it was our of
o Cnon b
them.” The Warsaw Uprising was a
‘major example of armed Jewish resis
tance to the Germans during World
War I1. Indeed, it i quite possible that
‘more people of Jewish origin took part
in the Warsaw Uprising of 1944 than in
the Ghetto Uprising of 1943,

‘The Warsaw Uprising, like the Ghetto
Uprising before it, was defeated. The
Home Army, like the Jews the previous
S bt
air drops when they might
i hclped The Germans held the
line at the Vistula River, and the Red
Army halted. Some of the most brutal
German S5 and police formations de-
feated the Polish resistance in Warsaw,
Killing at least 120,000 Polish civilians.

‘These people perished not only be-
cause German forces were ordered to
Kill them, but also because Joseph Sta-
lin allowed them to die. The Red Army
was indeed halted by the stubborn
German defense at the Vistula, but
its encampment there for five months
must litical act. It

in Wierzbnik; the Jews upon whose
testimony Browning relies could not
have known this. However that ma
be, it is misleading to discuss Polish
political aims only in the light of these
v TPl putrioin s inply
a matter of hating Je
Home Acayifi e Nt it s
determinatior
Oficialy, the Home Army was fight
ing for constitutional liberal democ-
racy and equal rights for all ci
‘what ts victory or indeed what demo-
cratic elections would have brought to
Poland we will never know. After in-
timidation campaigns and faked clec-
ions, Poland became a Soviet satellite
We

as a reactionary nationalist clique to
Soviet and Polish Communists, whose
forces defeated its stubborn remnants,
tortured its best officers, and hanged s
Iast commander after a show trial.

In Stalinist Poland, only Communist
resistance 1o the Germans was recog-

ized as such; everything else was fas-
cism. Communists had no_difficulty
whatsoever in_conflating the people
who had fought the Nazis with the
e Ghetto Uprising

et Tha ot s
chowice sacrificed some of the women
and children to Himmler, but preserved
the men. Because their business was
making arms, they could evade the pol-
icy of murdering all Jews. Only the Red
Army’s successful offensive in June
1944 forced the closure of the factory.

July the Jew-

e J ish laborers at Starachowice were sent

of the city's food o e S
how; o navigar e depachibe (cpid the rilears was high, but not only be-
curean basement food halls in de- || | cause of the transport conditions: some

partment stores) and che world's
largest fish market; which sushi
fish are in season throughout the
SR RS
lacquenvare, pottery and kitchen
gadgets: how 1o choose sake and
shochu, and much more.

‘The guide includes lively pm..m on
i wagashi (o
ey e
toms aswellasall kinds of interesting,
information about how the specialry
foods of Japan are produced and
prepared, unique food traditions,
and table etiquette.

Much more than a guidebook, Food

Sake Tokyois for anyone interested
in Japanese food, drink, and culi-
nary wraditions.

Paperback - §29.95
Maps and color photos throughout
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of the stronger prisoners ook the op-
portunity to beat the members of the
camp council to death.

The Red Army was disarming Home
Army units asit entered eastern Poland.
The Home Army’s only hope seemed
10 be an uprising against the Germans
in Warsaw, timed to exploit the Soviet
advance but precede the actual arrival
of Soviet troops. The aim was to liber-
ate Warsaw from German occupation
by Polish efforts, and to install a Polish
government before the Red Army ar-

ived. In late July 1944, as the Wierzb-
nik Jews were sent to Auschwitz, the

beenin the Home Army all along. Oth-
ers were veterans of the Ghetto Upris-
ing. More were survivors who left their
places of shelter in Warsaw in order to
fight, secing it as self-evident that they

7One of these was Wiadyslaw Barto-
szewski (1922- ), a fascinating

who awaits a scholarly biography.

“The nais) National, Armed
Forces and the (Communist) Pet

ple's Army also fought in the Warsaw
Uprising.

doomed the Poles (and the Jews) who
were fighting the Germans in Warsaw.

e Germans killed people who, as
Stalin knew, would also have resisted
the imposition of Communist rule.

The Germans were able to empty
not only Starachowice, but also the
Iastghetto in occupied Poland, in
£6d2. In July 1944, £6d7 Jews knew
that the Red Army was nearby, and
thought they could be liberated in a
matter of days. Some 67,000 Jews were
transported from E6dZ to Auschwitz
while the Warsaw Uprising was tak-
ing place. Whereas the Wierzbnik Jews
were not subjected to a selection at the
ramp at Birkenau, most of the £6d7

able o return to Poland and their
hometown, where they were greeted
with ugly threats from the Poles who
had stolen their houses. In June a few
returning Wierzbnik Jews were mur-
dered by Poles. One Jew was beheaded.
In Poland as a whole, hundreds of Jews
were murdered by Poles in the months
after the war was over.

Browning concludes from this hor-
e nale that th goal of the Polish
i

o AR e Ao

“Andrea Low, Juden im Getto_Litz
mannstad: Lebensbedingungen, Selbst-
walimehmung, Verhalten (Gotingen:
Wallstein, 2006). pp. 466-476.

was celebrated as Communist
it was not); the Warsaw was
denounced as fascist (though it was
not). Yet we owe the stark separation of
the two events to national as well as to
Communist politics. The Ghetto Up-
rising is a founding myth of the State
of Israel, and the Warsaw Uprising
is a founding myth of today’s post-
Communist_Poland: this, 00, keeps
the two events further apart in memory
E
Though the.

of the Home
Army toward Jews is ambivalent, the
dark legend must be abandoned. Im-
portant as Jewish testimonial material
is 10 the history of the Holocaust, the
recollections of Jews who spent years
in camps cannot serve as the basis for
historical reckonings with the Home
Arm. If its history were to be written
from Jewish perspectives, these would
have 1o include those of people such
15 Ciaj and Ester Borenstin, who

Mendenliole who died iying toresowe
Polish comrades right at its very end. It
posd e allm GnMEGEpereress

of Jews such as Stanislaw Aronson.
B el =l of
Upi

e “unm.d Umscmagplau,
from which he hi

ported to Treblink e
‘Then he and his Polish comrades liber-
ated a concentration camp on the ruins
of the Warsaw Ghetto, and freed sev-
eral hundred Jews.

‘That said, the pristine legend of an
unblemshed Home Army, cliated
y Pol d patriots, is also

unsustainabl was distance

tween soldiers n the ol and detre
tions from London, vi ong.
s, aul onss, selbclasce 1526
Jewsas part of the Polish nation, insen-

R=

ity o the paticlar angers faosd
by Jews, a

der,Geting the baance right s notjust
amatter for Jews and Poles. The s

sa
nf mor«lny will have to take its hxsmry






